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Las Vegas casinos are scrambling to deal with the effects of promicin.  The city, famous for its tourism and gambling industries, has suffered a huge economic hit after a loose consortium of major casinos suspended operations for three days last week.

The unprecedented move was due to worries about the substance promicin, which is known to give special abilities to those who take it.  The possibility of players with extra-sensory perception or telekinetic powers has casino officials running scared.

"It might have just been coincidence, but at the same time the promicin story hit the news, our casino's take decreased dramatically over three days," said an executive who would prefer not to be named.  "I guess there were several possible causes, like people canceling their trips and so on, but we just can't risk the chance of having some freak come in here and manipulate the cards or dice."

Casinos rely on a house edge - rules that make gambling statistically more likely for the players to lose money - in order to turn a profit.  But that house edge is dependent on equipment that hasn't been tampered with.

"The Gaming Commission would be in here like white on rice if they thought there was monkey business going on.  That equates to even longer-term closure," the unnamed executive explained.

Shutting down the casinos was not a decision to take lightly.  Even a 24 hour closure equates to the loss of millions of dollars in revenue.  But for those casinos which have reopened, some say that the cure is worse than the disease.

The two largest casino groups opened their doors Friday to picketers and riot police after it was announced that they would require any potential gamblers to fill out a lengthy questionnaire.  The information the casinos ask for ranges from a social security number to a lengthy physical and mental health history.  Casino spokespeople insist that the answers are necessary in order to gauge the possibility of whether players might have taken promicin.

"We would have done a blood test instead, but the government isn't allowing anyone to use that technology for non-governmental purposes yet," said the unnamed executive.  "This is the next best thing we could think of that would let us stay open and keep those promicin-users out."

Public reaction is profoundly angry.  "I never would have spent my hard-earned dollars coming to this town if I thought they were going to demand my most personal information," said tourist Miles Bradford from Indianapolis.  "Doesn't the Constitution say something about 'unreasonable search and seizure'?  Where the hell is privacy these days?"  

Others agreed.  A crowd estimated to be 1,000 strong marched south on The Strip Saturday night, completely blocking traffic for three hours on what is normally the busiest night of the week.  In some spots, things got ugly.  The Las Vegas Police Department reported arresting 109 protesters between the hours of 8-10 PM, for charges ranging from disorderly conduct to vandalism.

Until Monday, those who consented to the questionnaire were issued plastic wristbands to be worn for the duration of their stay.  Casinos quickly regretted the decision when several thousand counterfeit wristbands were confiscated in North Las Vegas on Sunday evening.  Since then, casinos have been issuing special Players Club cards to questionnaire takers, but plans are in the works for a standardized identification card.  The new card will not only be available to those who fill out the questionnaire at casinos, but also at the airport and bus station.  However, the thought of giving out such personal information to lowly-paid transportation workers concerns some.

"Yes, you might give this information to your doctor, but medical practices are highly regulated by law and physicians could lose their licenses if they disclose your details.  There's no such law for the casinos.  These people [who are collecting questionnaires] didn't even have background checks," said Jackie Kellner, a practicing attorney in Clark County.

It would appear that many agree.  Airlines have reported a 40% drop in traffic to McCarran International Airport.  The Convention Center has had over half of its upcoming bookings cancel.  

Casinos?  Some experts estimate that profits are down as much as 50%.  The anonymous executive echoed the sentiments of many in the gambling business when he said, "I wish to God I never heard of promicin."

